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Bearing Witness Extinguishes 

Intergenerational Hatred 

  

  

Attached to the International Criminal Court in The Hague, 

Netherlands, as a Psycho-social Gender Victims Expert, 

Danica articulates the raw expressions and first person 

stories (Bearing Witness) from her field work in Africa‘s 

conflict zones, Bosnia‘s war crimes, and the twenty two 

years old civil war in Sri Lanka where she closely worked 

with Samasevya (Red Cross) as a principal practice to 

extinguish intergenerational hatred.   

  

In the oral presentation about many women across the globe 

includes the Bosnian war refugee Rasema, a war widow with 

two sons killed in the Bosnian conflict.  Coupled with 

Rasema‘s oral presentation, a visual format will inform and 

allow us to observe the patterns found both in national & 

international zones of violence, conflict as well in the 

aftermath of catastrophic violence & disasters to include 

disease such as:  

¶        Intergeneration hatred- learned behaviors often done 

in intensive learning dynamics such as our complex 

adaptive systems of life from the psychosocial to the 

cellular-genomic (the psycho-biological expression 

of genes).  Being traumatized is a potent heightened 

learning exposing cellular-genomic process towards 

long term molecular memory; intergenerational 

hatred. Ernest L. Rossi and Newston have 

documented affects the psychology and biology of 

the individual.  For example, many argue that the war 

in Iraq is breeding more terrorists.  A second 

example is how many women are on the frontlines 

and how their homes and wombs have become 

tombs; perpetual and intergenerational victims.  

South Slavs have experienced three wars in one 

hundred years inscribing intergenerational hatred 

¶        How Hate Crimes are hidden behind the words such 

as culture, family and entitlement along with the rule 

of law vocabulary- molest for sexual abuse; 

¶        The left hemisphere tyranny (Left Brain functions of 

Logic, Rationale & Reason) which excludes right 

hemisphere peaceful dimensions (Right Brain 

functions of poetry, dance, art, symbols) that could 
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Collaboration 
 

Bearing Witness presentation 

engages participants in 

determining how our responses can 

engender policies and approaches 

across multi-disciplinary fields so 

as to become ‗Everyday Activists‘ 

in our own native communities.   
Danica Anderson has participants 

resonating deeply on how they, 

too, are able to manifest culture 

forms with organic solidarity that 

―include the men, never excluding 

the women and remembering the 

children; our future generations.‖    
 

Inclusion sees what cannot be 

seen.   What is invisible is 

transparent?  Gravity and air, in 

fact air is the largest volume of 

mass on earth. 

In bearing witness we realize the 

message not just the cover of the 

book.  The anagram game helps us 

to uncover and practice our bearing 

witness skills.  Take a word or a 

sentence which is in your life at the 

moment.  Rearrange or play 

scrabble with the original 

content—what can you spell out? 
ASTRONOMER: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
MOON STARER 
DESPERATION: When you rearrange the 
letters: 
A ROPE ENDS IT 
THE EYES:! 
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readdress the imbalance that catastrophic violence & disasters foster.   

Participants will note the ‗lag timeô in responding to violent situations and 

disasters.  Audrey Lorde wrote in 'Negotiating Race and Class.' 'We have only 

been taught 3 ways to handle difference; 3 ways only.  If we think it is 

dominant, we want to become it.  If we think it is inferior, we want to kill it.  

And if we're not really sure which it is, we want to ignore it.' 

¶        Gender is center to all catastrophic violence and disasters.  Bearing witness to 

how the female gender is the battlegrounds for wars, violence (domestic, sexual 

and physical abuse) and disasters to include disease presents how the female 

gender can also be the major resource in national & international policies and 

planning.  

 

  

Ms. Anderson, ―Bearing Witness‖ through her extensive international experience on the 

frontlines of violence, will lead a succinct and empowering round table discussion to 

local human rights and community leaders about instilling social action into business and 

personal situations. The presentation engages participants in determining how our 

responses can engender policies and approaches across multi-disciplinary fields so as to 

become ‗Everyday Activists‘ in our own communities.    The material confronts since it 

will highlight how our ignorance and poor academic research and credentialing impede 

the construction of a collaborative effort in hate crimes, conflict/violence, global disaster, 

emergency, and health issues. The presentation will be a motivational, shoulder-to-

shoulder experience for the participants that will suggest collaborative solutions to 

―evolve, not solve, the ills of the world.‖ The Forum panel, Padma Menon and Nadine 

McNeil will prompt us to move through intergeneration trauma and hate, participate in 

global human rights efforts, and serve as an international human rights example and 

leader; an everyday peace activist.  

 

Engendering our approaches immediately opens us to a vast universe of possible peace 

and harmonic convergences.   Engendering is ‗including‘ rather than excluding. 

 

The title here excludes—Human Trafficking.   How?  Over 98% of victims of Human 

Trafficking are female.   Human Trafficking is the female sex slavery industry. 

Molest a relatively new word in the rule of law to hide from the potent ―sexual 

abuse/incest/rape‘ terms.     

 

Exclusion is the force in violence.   A recent telemarketer, doing a survey on women in 

households watching TV programs called my home recently.  Immediately, the ground 

work was laid- the survey asked if the resident female was the youngest in the household 

between the ages of 19 and 49.  I‘m 52 I said and he said- you can‘t help me and hung up.     

Logic has it that the marketing survey focuses only on females from 18-49.   The word 
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only excludes and we are swept up into thinking it is okay—and logical, rational- a good 

excuse to slam the children under 18 and hags over 49.   

 

Inclusion sees what cannot be seen.   What is invisible is transparent. 

 

 

Bearing Witness is the Rock of all peaceful dimensions and activities. 

 

Responses—is in the word ‗responsibility‘  

Observation the difference in the spectator to life verses to witnessing life—requires 

participation in life.  It is not a spectator sport.  The difference is seen in television and 

sports venues—encourages spectators – a victimhood containing apathy.   The sell is for 

force- force as the only method of peace, healing and a shared humanity when to this day 

war, violence, rape and all means of forces are mandated solutions.  When we observe 

(and this is not meditation or reflection) we participate and acknowledge reality – the 

truth of our experiences.   Peace rallies, marches and large group collectives encourage 

spectators to worship the speakers, the heroes or heroine, and/or the topic at hand.   In 

fact in observing and acknowledging our truth, we in that moment have immediate right 

action, a small act such as turning off the television, or remembering a loved one, pet or 

moving into one‘s creativity.   Observation understands that life is a mystery where we 

are the major actors/actresses- participants stream into.   Solutions are seductions to 

ignore that life cannot be solved- problems are never solved- problems are there for us to 

evolve and build into character.  

Collaboration—the truest fabric of ‗shared humanity‘—and a natural law that nurtures 

peaceful and compassionate natures   
 

 

 

 


